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Finance & Administration Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Finance & Administration Committee was held on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Eric L. Powell being in the chair the and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Eric L. Powell, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael 
D. Behm, Committee Member Jeffrey L. Thomas, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  

There were seven (7) Visitors -Guests present.  

Michael D Behm moved, and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on February 27, 2019. Motion carried.   

The Finance and Administration Committee Meeting will be shortened this month so the full Council 
may participate in the presentation from Chief Zimmerman of the South Lebanon Township Police 
Department in the Public Safety and Planning Committee meeting being held at 6:30 p.m. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

Public Safety & Planning Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Safety and Planning Committee was held on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center.  
Council President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Deputy Secretary being 
present.  

Present were:  Committee Chair Park W. Haverstick, II, Committee Members Ronald L. Ream and 
Dana Reich, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, and Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig.  Absent was the Mayor Gloria R. Ebling.  

Also present were Finance & Administration Committee members Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, 
Michael D. Behm, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, and the Borough Manager Michael R. McKenna.   
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The Chair opened the meeting at 6:33 p.m.  

There were seven (7) Visitors -Guests present.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on February 27, 2019. Motion carried.   

Park W. Haverstick, II opened the floor for public comments. There were no public comments.  

Presentations: 

The South Lebanon Township Police Chief Zimmerman and Sergeant Achey were present to discuss 
police services for the Borough.  The Borough Manager stated the Borough has had contact with South 
Lebanon Township Police and Chief Zimmerman is here to discuss police services. They informed the 
Borough they are interested in providing us with contracted police services. They have taken the issue 
to their Board of Supervisors and the Board of Supervisors have agreed and are willing to provide 
police services. The proposal is $152,000.00 for every 40 hours of service with one (1) officer to be hired. 
He asked Chief Zimmerman to come and be present for a question and answer session for the 
committees.  

Chief Zimmerman introduced himself and Sergeant Achey to the members of the committees and 
audience present.  They are here to answer any questions form the group.  

Park W Haverstick, II asked how their department structure is. What do they have at their disposal. 
Chief Zimmerman stated they have nine (9) Officers on staff, eight (8) full-time, one (1) part-time, and 
no detectives at this time. The Officer receives the call or complaint and they follow it until the end. 
Chief Zimmerman stated he did drive around to familiarize himself with the Borough.  

Park W. Haverstick, II asked Chief Zimmerman if the Borough does contract with them, how would he 
approach their start here. Chief Zimmerman stated first he would like to hold a town hall meeting to 
meet the residents, because the citizens know where the problems are and they are a great resource.  

Chief Zimmerman stated there will be zero tolerance. There will be no warnings or exceptions. They 
will make arrests and do it quick. Parking violations and speeders will be ticketed.   

Bryan L Rittle asked if they have anyone on the county Drug Task Force. Chief Zimmerman stated they 
have four (4) Officers on the task force. Bryan L. Rittle stated we have been informed of several drug 
situations in the Borough. Many calls have been placed regarding the activity and nothing has been 
done. So, his question to Chief Zimmerman is, if the Borough employs their services, would they be 
actively taking on the situation or would they pass it on to the drug task force. Chief Zimmerman 
stated the county task force only has four (4) full-time officers. If they were contracted, they would 
most certainly take action on drug issues. There are steps they must follow, but they would defiantly 
take action.   

Bryan L Rittle asked if the 40 hour a week quote includes court time or is that going to be an additional 
charge. Chief Zimmerman stated it can be part of the 40 hours, but it will eat up 40 hours quick. If 
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court time is extra, it may create overtime pay, but that can be paid as they go. Bryan L. Rittle stated he 
would not want to take away from their patrolling time and eat that up with court time. It would cost 
the Borough more and it will hard to budget for that, but that they will have to look at it that way for 
budgeting. Eric L Powell asked how he would schedule the hours for the Borough. Chief Zimmerman 
stated he would want varying times that they would be here. He would not want a set schedule for 
people to know when they will be present and break it up.  

Dana Reich asked if there was something happening and it was the off shift, would they be available if 
a resident calls. Chief Zimmerman stated no, if they were off, the call would revert back to the State 
Police. Dana Reich stated that is the problem, she has waited up to 2 hours for a response from the 
State Police.  

Bryan L Rittle asked if the Borough goes with the 40 hours of coverage, are they looking to hire another 
officer. Chief Zimmerman stated for every 40 hours they need to hire one (1) officer. They will be willing 
to give a max of 80 hours. The reasoning is, right now it is extremely hard to hire qualified people. 
Michael D Behm asked how many officers they have on duty at any given time. Chief Zimmerman 
stated it varies, but typically four (4).  Michael D Behm stated so there are officers on duty to help 
provide backup if needed. Chief Zimmerman stated wherever an officer is, if they need assistance they 
will be responding. If an officer is here in the Borough and they need to leave to assist another officer, 
the time against the Borough would stop and restart once the officer gets back into the Borough 
boundaries.    

Parking problems were discussed. Chief Zimmerman stated they will enforce our local ordinances, 
except for things relating to Code Enforcement.  Park W Haverstick, II stated the citizens will be in 
shock if there is a police presence. Chief Zimmerman stated a police presence is a big deterrent.  

Michael D Behm asked if the price is on a year to year bases. Chief Zimmerman stated they would 
require a three (3) year contract.  

Dana Reich asked if the Council will receive monthly reports. Chief Zimmerman stated he will provide 
a monthly report and could schedule someone to be at the meetings.  

Manager McKenna asked if the State Police respond to a call, do they then share that information with 
the local police department. Chief Zimmerman stated he could not answer because they are a full-time 
department and State Police do not provide services to his Township. 

Park W Haverstick, II asked if they provide police services to any other municipality. Chief 
Zimmerman stated they do not. Eric L Powell asked what was the thought process in considering to 
provide us with police services. Chief Zimmerman stated we asked and his Board of Supervisors agreed 
to explore the possibility.    

Dana Reich asked if we are in a three (3) year contract for 40 hours and the Council decides the 
Borough needs 80 hours of service. Can we do that type of increase during the contracted time. Chief 
Zimmerman was not sure but felt it may be possible to write the contract that way. Chief Zimmerman 
stated they will want some office space here at the Borough. The group agreed that could be arranged.  
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Chief Zimmerman stated the Council will get citizen complaints. When they first come here it will be 
a culture shock because they will be going at it hard and fast. They are a full-service department from 
complaints, parking violations, to emergency calls, and it will be a shock to the residents since the 
Borough did not have police for a period of time.  

Manager McKenna asked the Chief to explain the fine money. Chief Zimmerman stated the fees 
collected from traffic, parking tickets and judgement fees will come back to the Borough minus the 
State disbursement fees. Ronald L Ream asked if that is for any roads, State or Borough. Chief 
Zimmerman stated yes, that is for any road.  

Bryan L Rittle asked Chief Zimmerman if he did feel public meetings with the residents were a good 
idea. Chief Zimmerman stated yes, he does feel they would be a good idea. Park W Haverstick, II stated 
the Council may want to have them with the public before they complete this to see how the residence 
feel about it.  

Park W Haverstick, II thanked Chief Zimmerman for coming.   

New Business: 

Justin Kale was present. He has submitted a written request stating he would like to fill the vacancy on 
the Water Authority. Park W Haverstick, II commended him for stepping up and wanting to serve. 
Bryan L Rittle asked Justin Kale if he is aware of who are the current members of the Water Authority.   
Justin Kale stated he is and has no issues with any members. They need to be professional and work 
together.  He feels he could be a benefit to the authority due to his business and being apart of the 
authority could help him gain knowledge that will help him better his business.  

Park W Haverstick, II moved, and Dana Reich seconded to recommend to the Council to appoint 
Justin Kale to the Water Authority. Motion carried.   

Old Business: 

Last month, the Borough Manager provided proposals for Code Enforcement services and Zoning 
Enforcement services from ABI, Rettew, LTL Consultants and Light-Heigel.  

Eric L Powell excused himself from the meeting. He is an employee of Light-Heigel, and he does not 
want there to be any appearance of conflict. The Borough Manager and Deputy Secretary met with 
Light-Heigel, on March 4, 2019. The Manager has now given all of the proposals for the Committee’s 
review.  ABI does property maintenance and code enforcement, but no Zoning Enforcement. Rettew  

only does Zoning Enforcement.  LTL Consultants and Light-Heigel could provide both services. Going 
with a firm that could provide everything would make it a lot easier for the Borough staff. Having two 
(2) companies could be confusing.   

The fees were reviewed. LTL Consultants never discussed being cost neutral. They would also bill the 
Borough and then the Borough would have to bill the person. Light-Heigel shared the goal of trying to 
be cost neutral but were honest that zoning will have some costs that are not billable. Manager 
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McKenna stated they were extremely impressive at our meeting. He called some of the other 
communities they serve, and they all had great things to say about them, because they do everything. 
He has started work on a break down of costs. He will present that to the Committee once he has 
completed it.  

Ronald L Ream asked if we are sure Light-Heigel will do the Rental Licensing Program because he does 
not see that on the fee schedule. He just completed a project with Light-Heigel, and he was impressed 
with them. There were no issues. The Manager explained we did discuss the employment of Eric L 
Powell with their firm. They understand and would not allow him to work on any projects or issues for 
the Borough. So, there will be no conflict of interest.  

Ronald L Ream asked if there will be a need to have part-time hours for zoning. Or would a firm like 
Light-Heigel handle it all. Deputy Secretary Lisa A Brubaker stated the Borough office would be the 
drop off and pick up point. People would bring plans and permit applications into the office. A courier 
from Light-Heigel would come and pick them up a couple times a week. Once completed, Light-Heigel 
would bring them to us and the person would come here and pick it up. Complaints would be written 
up by staff and then faxed or emailed to the firm’s person assigned to us. There are a lot of options.  
Manager McKenna stated the big change will be instead of going to Lebanon County they will now 
come here to the Borough Office.  

Park W Haverstick, II stated it may be wise and most cost effective to consolidate everything to one 
firm. The Manager will double check with Light-Heigel regarding the Rental Licensing Program.  

The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

Lisa A. Brubaker                                                                     
        Deputy Secretary    

Lab 
 
Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee was 
held on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community 
Center, Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 
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Present were:  Committee Chair Jeffrey L. Thomas, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Committee 
Members Park W. Haverstick, II and Dana Reich, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Mayor 
Gloria R. Ebling. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:44 p.m.  

Bryan L. Rittle moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the minutes of the previous month’s meeting 
held on February 27, 2019.  Motion carried. 

There were no citizens or visitors in attendance for comment.  

Old Business:  

The Bucktails Reunion on August 2-4 was discussed, as well as the Community Block Party on 
September 28.  Dana Reich commented that posters for the car cruise should be created as car shows 
around the area will begin soon. 

New Business: 

Manager McKenna brought a quote for the replacement of the sound system at the pool.  It could not be 
determined if the current system was the same system that was replaced in recent years.  Dana Reich 
offered for her family members to do the installation if the borough can find the equipment for a better 
price.  Manager McKenna said he would look into it and get more answers.  

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Jeffrey Thomas seconded to recommend that full Council approve the 
request from Myerstown Legion Baseball to use the Legion Field South for their youth baseball program 
for the 2019 season.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded in favor of working with the Lebanon-Lancaster IU13 
to come up with a project for their job training program for the Great American Clean Up effort.  Motion 
carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to work with Amy Martin to allow a group of 
approximately 15 kids from her church group to use the pool for swimming lessons for an hour per day 
the week of July 8, 2019 except Wednesday for $400 for the week.  Motion carried.  

Bryan L. Rittle announced that there were volunteers needed for the Easter Egg Hunt on April 6th. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary             

Public Works & Utilities Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Works & Utilities Committee was held on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 3 of the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Ronald L. Ream being in the Chair and the Deputy Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chairman Ronald L. Ream, Committee Member Eric L. Powell, Michael D. 
Behm, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, and Assistant 
Manager Barry A. Ludwig.                

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:38 p.m.  

There were no citizen(s) – visitor(s) in attendance. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on February 27, 2019. Motion carried.   

Old Business: 

David C. Fake stated the gym repairs and the work in the room downstairs for the church have been 
finished. They replaced the ceiling tiles in the hallway downstairs. There was a total of eleven (11) snow 
events for the season. The inspections of the curb and sidewalks on Railroad Street have been 
completed. Repairs to the ball fields were discussed.    

Barry A. Ludwig stated he finished some INI work. They did some investigation with flushing and 
television, so they will be doing some rehab work to sewer mains and laterals. He has had conversation 
with the contractor on repair options that are new to him. Three (3) reed beds will be cleaned on 
Monday. The digestor building basement painting project, the painter is set to start on Thursday. He is 
working with the Borough Engineer on the Flood Mitigation Grant. He talked to PEMA, so they are 
close to submitting the application. The new office equipment has been received. The Bayer warehouse 
expansion was discussed. The ELCO School District connection to the sanitary sewer system was 
discussed. A Memorandum of Understanding will need to be done. He finished the review of the 
Chapter 95 Report and mailed it. He is finally getting some cooperation from Verizon on the manholes 
on Railroad Street. He had a DEP Inspection today and there were no issues, they had one (1) 
recommendation to add some data to the report, which he will do. The MS4 Meetings will be held April 
1, and April 8, 2019. They have met with Bayer and Tech Cast to explain the Stormwater Fee and met 
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with Engineer Michael Knouse and Solicitor Amy Leonard on language for the Stormwater Fee 
Ordinance.  
 
The Committee reviewed the parking restrictions and signage for the Borough owned parking lots. 
Previously, Public Works Supervisor David C Fake provided a drawing of the current signage and what 
he is recommending the signage should be. The Solicitor prepared an amendment to the Ordinance 
but in review of that proposed amendment there are areas of the current ordinance that were not 
discussed and would be removed by the amendment. Snow Emergency parking in the Borough Lots 
was discussed. Some type of signage for snow needs to be in the lots. Each parking lot was reviewed, 
and signage was discussed. For the 6 – 8 E Main Avenue parking lot they would like no overnight 
parking from 12:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. The Committee agreed the time restriction in the lots should stay 
for the daytime. The lot at 6 – 8 E Main Avenue should have a three (3) hour parking restriction and the 
lot at 57 W Main should have a two (2) hour parking restriction. For the S Locust Street lot, snow 
parking was discussed. Public Works Supervisor David C Fake will bring some proposed signage 
regarding snow emergency parking to the next meeting.       

The inspections of the curb and sidewalks on Railroad Street have been completed. The areas where 
repairs are needed have been marked.  Michael D Behm moved, seconded by Eric L Powell to 
recommend to full Council to allow the curb/sidewalk repair letters to be mailed to the property 
owners for the Railroad Street and Main Avenue Road Project. Motion carried.  
  
The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Eric L. Powell moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Lisa A. Brubaker, 

       Deputy Secretary  

lab            

Full Council Review 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 8:30 p.m. in 
the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair 
and the Secretary being present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  
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Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Ronald L. Ream, and Dana Reich, 
Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was Mayor Gloria R. 
Ebling. 

There were no citizens or visitors in attendance for comment. 

The chair of the Finance & Administration Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Public Safety & Planning Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee gave a report on their meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The chair of the Public Works & Utilities Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 7:30 p.m.  

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve for a season pool pass to be donated to the 
Myerstown Community Library for their fundraising auction to be held on April 6, 2019.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve Resolution 2018-8 – check signers 
for borough bank accounts.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve Resolution 2019-9 – document signers 
for borough contracts and financial documents.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the adding of Assistant Treasurer Gale 
Edwards to all Borough financial accounts.  Motion Carried. 

Manager McKenna presented the appraisal of 515 S Railroad St that was requested by Council and 
discussed the possibility of acquiring the property through a DCNR grant.  Council raised concerns 
about matching funds to finance the project.  Manager McKenna explained that the DCNR grant would 
cover 50% of the appraised cost of the property.  The property was appraised at $245,000, meaning the 
grant would pay for $122,500, and the Borough would have to make up the difference between that and 
the sale price.  Council discussed possible uses of the property.  Concerns were raised by multiple 
Council Members about using Borough funds to acquire the property, and the potential maintenance 
and repair costs of owning the property.  Manager McKenna informed Council that the deadline for the 
grant was April 10, 2019, and there is time for Council to review the possibilities before their next 
meeting.  No action was taken at this time. 

Plans and pricing for the Community Pool Bathhouse and Concession Building Renovation Project were 
distributed and reviewed.  Pricing was reviewed, and a discussion was held about the application for the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ C2P2 Grant Program.  It was explained that the 
grant program will cover 50% of the costs of a project and require the other 50% to be matched by the 
community.  Manager McKenna went through the current reserve accounts to show what was available 
to the Borough.  The committee raised concern over whether money would be taken from the 
Community Center renovation project.  Manager McKenna showed that the funds for the Community 
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Center project were separate and would not be used for any other purpose other than Community Center 
renovations. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary             

 


